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§1.83

an accompanying environmental im-
pact statement.

(c) When the Commission finds that
emergency action is necessary and an
environmental impact statement can-
not be prepared in conformance with
the CEQ Regulations, the Commission
will consult with CEQ about alter-
native arrangements in accordance
with CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1506.11).

§1.83 Whether to commence the proc-
ess for an environmental impact
statement.

(a) The Bureau responsible for sub-
mitting a proposed rule, guide, or pro-
posal for legislation to the Commission
for agency action shall, after consulta-
tion with the Office of the General
Counsel, initially determine whether or
not the proposal is one which requires
an environmental impact statement.
Except for matters where the environ-
mental effects, if any, would appear to
be either (1) clearly significant and
therefore the decision is made to pre-
pare an environmental impact state-
ment, or (2) so uncertain that environ-
mental analysis would be based on
speculation, the Bureau should nor-
mally prepare an ‘‘environmental as-
sessment’” CEQ Regulation (40 CFR
1508.9) for purposes of providing suffi-
cient evidence and analysis for deter-
mining whether to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement or a finding
of no significant impact. The Bureau
should involve environmental agencies
to the extent practicable in preparing
an assessment. An environmental as-
sessment shall be made available to
the public when the proposed action is
made public along with any ensuing en-
vironmental impact statement or find-
ing of no significant impact.

(b) If the Bureau determines that the
proposal is one which requires an envi-
ronmental impact statement, it shall
commence the ‘‘scoping process’” CEQ
Regulation (40 CFR 1501.7) except that
the impact statement which is part of
a proposal for legislation need not go
through a scoping process but shall
conform to CEQ Regulation (40 CFR
1506.8). As soon as practicable after its
decision to prepare an environmental
impact statement and before the
scoping process, the Bureau shall pub-
lish a notice of intent as provided in
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CEQ Regulations (40 CFR 1501.7 and
1508.22).

(c) If, on the basis of an environ-
mental assessment, the determination
is made not to prepare a statement, a
finding of ‘‘no significant impact”
shall be made in accordance with CEQ
Regulation (40 CFR 1508.3) and shall be
made available to the public as speci-
fied in CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1506.6).

§1.84 Draft environmental impact
statements: Availability and com-
ment.

Except for proposals for legislation,
environmental impact statements shall
be prepared in two stages: Draft state-
ment and final statement.

(a) Proposed rules or guides. (1) An en-
vironmental impact statement, if
deemed necessary, shall be in draft
form at the time a proposed rule or
guide is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and shall accompany the pro-
posal throughout the decisionmaking
process.

(2) The major decision points with re-
spect to rules and guides are:

(i) Preliminary formulation of a staff
proposal;

(ii) The time the proposal is initially
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER as
a Commission proposal;

(iii) Presiding officer’s report (in
trade regulation rule proceedings);

(iv) Submission to the Commission of
the staff report or recommendation for
final action on the proposed guide or
rule;

(v) Final decision by the Commis-
sion. The decision on whether or not to
prepare an environmental impact
statement should occur at point
(a)(2)(1) of this section. The publication
of any draft impact statement should
occur at point (a)(2)(ii) of this section.
The publication of the final environ-
mental impact statement should occur
at point (a)(2)(iv) of this section.

(b) Legislative proposals. In legislative
matters, a legislative environmental
impact statement shall be prepared in
accordance with CEQ Regulation (40
CFR 1506.8).

(¢) In rule or guide proceedings the
draft environmental impact statement
shall be prepared in accordance with
CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1502.9) and
shall be placed in the public record to
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